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Criteria for Determining Quality Standard for
Natural and Cultural Environments of the Old Town

Executive Summary

The study of Criteria Establishment for Determining Quality Standard
for Natural and Cultural Environments of the Old Town proceeded from the
action programme under the Project of Administration and Rehabilitation of
Natural and Cultural Environments. The methodology in deriving the practical
and potential standards is divided into two stages including relevant document
screening and seminar organisation. At first stage all fundamental information
was compiled from relevant agencies, both private and public organisations and
the proceeding from the conference held on 15 June 2007 at Wieng Lakor Hotel,
Lampamg Province, where approximate 200 local experts throughout the country
attended. Afterwards, the first draft of the standard criteria was outlined and
proposed publicly among focus group discussion and plenary session event
organised in four case study areas, representing the most important and urgent
in need areas to be conserved, comprising the old towns of Lampang, Lamphun,
Nan and Phrae. Apart from the meetings the research was conducted through
fieldworks including field visit and in-depth interview with bodies involved or
responsible for conserving the old towns.

Back to the central arena the second draft was proposed for public
hearing in a seminar held at Ratchapruek Club, Bangkok, on 21 August 2007.
All comments and suggestions derived from the meeting were compiled for
improving the draft to finalise a complete version of the criteria. The ultimate
proposed criteria consist of five indexes, by each of which comprises definite

indicators as follows:



e

Index 1:

Index 2:

Index 3:

Index 4:

Determination of the value and significance of the old town,

comprises

Indicator 1.1: study and analysis of the cultural heritage value

Indicator 1.2: raising of public awareness on the cultural
heritage value

Indicator 1.3: survey and recording the cultural heritage sites
or sources

Indicator 1.4: availability of traditional craftsman

Indicator 1.5: provision and usage of original materials

Indicator 1.6: utilisation of old building

Indicator 1.7: natural environment

Indicator 1.8: maintenance of authenticity of the town

Availability of conservation and development plan for the old

town, comprises

Indicator 2.1: conservation and development plan preparation
for the old town

Indicator 2.2: integration of plan and information

Indicator 2.3: prevention plan preparation for natural and
man-made distresses

Organisation, personnel and administration, comprises

Indicator 3.1: establishment of committees or sub-committees,
etc.

Indicator 3.2: establishment of advisory board consisting of
experts and/or experienced bodies in conservation

Indicator 3.3: provision of financial support or budget

Indicator 3.4: conduct of evaluation and monitoring

Implementation measures, comprises

Indicator 4.1: designation of the boundaries of the old town

Indicator 4.2: issuance of control measures in physical
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composition and activities within the old town

Indicator 4.3: availability of mechanisms for controlling the

physical development and activities

Indicator 4.4: availability of protection programme for old

buildings, old built environment, valued natural
and cultural environment sites to conserve

Indicator 4.5: availability of incentive measures

Indicator 4.6: practices of local tradition application

Index 5: Participation, comprises

Indicator 5.1: constructive cooperation between pertinent

government agencies

Indicator 5.2: cooperation between government agencies and

public organisations

Indicator 5.3: interchangeability of information

Indicator 5.4: availability of mechanisms for participatory

action

Indicator 5.5: participatory action from all parties involved

Each indicator contains evaluation criteria, hierarchically divided into
three levels, representing successfulness of activities operated with assigning
ascending weighted scores from 1 to 3. The indicator without any activities
operated will be assigned score of nil. The perfect score summary of each
index is as the following:

Index 1 comprising indicator 1.1 to 1.8, by which the complete
score for each of them is 3, resulting in total of 24 in
complete;

Index 2 comprising indicator 2.1 to 2.3, by which the complete
score for each of them is 3, resulting in total of 9 in

complete;

Establishment of Environmental Quality Standard for Nature and Cultural Properties of the Old City

Under The Project of Administration and Rehabilitation of Environmental Quality of Nature and Cultural Properties
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Index 3 comprising indicator 3.1 to 3.4, by which the complete

score for each of them is 3, resulting in total of 12 in
complete;

Index 4 comprising indicator 4.1 to 4.6, by which the complete
score for each of them is 3, resulting in total of 18 in
complete;

Index 5 comprising indicator 5.1 to 5.5, by which the complete
score for each of them is 3, resulting in total of 15 in
complete.

The completeness of score composition, as previously explained, is 78
ranging between 0-78. The division of this completed score can be done based

on benchmark as identified as four intervals:

Score Successfulness
76-78 Very good
51-75 Good

26-50 Fair

0-25 Need to be improved

Although the standard was made, the application on the use to other
cases of old town can be employed by modifying some of the indexes to accord
with the component, historical, social, economic, and cultural contexts within
that old town. However, the alteration must be enclosed into the central
standard measure where can be applied to all cases of old town. In general the
standard is divided into two parts including:

1) Standard for the oldness of the town: the standard which contains
the measures for the degree of complete qualification of physical elements and

their characteristics, both of man-made and natural, including:

Executive Summary
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Standard 1: preservation of historical and archaeological values of the
town

Standard 2: preservation of authenticity and originality

Standard 3: maintaining natural environment

Standard 4: techniques in conservation

Standard 5: having use of the valued building and built environment

Standard 6: preservation of original composition of the town

2) Standard for administrating the old town: the standard which

contains the administration systems and mechanisms persistently facilitating
conservation and development of the old town, including:

Standard 1: availability of development and conservation plan preparation
or the old town

Standard 2: establishment of advisory board consisting of experts and
experienced bodies in several fields related

Standard 3: issuance of control and protecting measures for cultural
heritages in the old town

Standard 4: performance of participatory action programme

Standard 5: administering the programmes with provision of resources
and budgets

Standard 6: employing original traditions in conserving and developing
the old town

Standard 7: designation of the boundaries of the old town

Standard 8: assigning conservation as a provincial level agenda

Standard 9: achieving success of the plan with consistent implementation

Standard 10: provision of incentive measure

Standard 11: continually rehabilitating the town or parts of the town
aiming at its original style

Standard 12: performing constant evaluation and monitoring

Establishment of Environmental Quality Standard for Nature and Cultural Properties of the Old City

Under The Project of Administration and Rehabilitation of Environmental Quality of Nature and Cultural Properties
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By applying the standards it will acknowledge the pertinent bodies on

the weaknesses that need to be improved. Also, this means action
programmes need to be undertaken by all parties involved. By then, the old
towns will have standardised quality in good natural and cultural environments
which will be beneficial to a great extent to the local community, both on the
course of youth’s education and also cultural tourism resources to economically
yield to the community’s benefits. In further, as the standard criteria was estab-
lished in accordance with which of the World Heritage, if the course of action
reaches high-quality the old town may potentially be nominated as a cultural
world heritage.

In addition, the first-class priority old town is urged to be employed the
standards in order to prevent damages which may occur from the weaknesses
of the action before it is impossible to manage. Lastly, the guidelines for the old
town to having the quality of the good natural and cultural environments will
benefit the provincial government and local community to the greatest extent of
the benefits, for at least in the future the citizen in the old town will have a better

quality of life.

Executive Summary
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