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Map of Lampang indicating temples and temple areas.
(Burmese temples are not included).

inn : The Lampang field station : Scandinavian research center in Thailand
1969 - 1974 reports, Soren Egerod and Per Sorensen.
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Summary

History of an ancient city

There was the evidence that Nakhon Lampang, the ancient city, was
established more than 1,000 years since Haripunchai Age. The obvious
evidence shows that the city had been growing continuously until the
Age of Lanna around 1845 B.E. Since then, Lampang had been under
control of the Burmese ruling for 200 years before the age of settlement
around 2325 B.E. At  this time people from several northern areas were

gatherd build up the city.

More than one hundred years ago, the Siam government succeeded in
centralizing all the provinces. That was the time of economic growth as
capitalism. It could be seen from the investment of the merchants of
several nationalities, Tai,Burmeses or Chinese. In 2459 B.E. The first railways
from, Bangkok extended to Lampang which highly affected the change
of the city. A large number of Chinese labours flooded in.During the second
World War,Japanese troops trooped into the city and made the British or

the American who seftled and lived here happily had to migrate to some

other lands because their countries were against Japan in the World War.

That great change as mentioned has affected until 2500 B.E.

Geographical Location

Even though Lampang has been known as an area of the plains among
valleys called 'Lampang Basin' surrounded by moutains,within the city of
Lampang appears the moutain in the east and the south very closely.
Other hills called 'Mon' are scattered along waterway of the Wang river
from the northeast to the southwest. Therefore appear the plains on the

riversides and among the valleys.

The Way of life and the settlement

The geographical location as mentioned above also affected the
appearance of the construction of the city and the settlement.  The hills
and highlands were imagined to be centfer of the universe according to
the saying in Buddhism. Thus, several temples were founded on the hills
while at the flat plain appeared the original way of life, agriculltural
dimension. The waterway played the important role of trade, transporting
goods, from Lampang to Pak Nam Po(Nakorn Sawan) and forward to

Bangkok.

The composition of the city in the very first age was complete in itself
with the palace, temples and city walls, On the other hand,when the train
arrived,the composition of the city became some other new things such
as, clock tfower or the fountain on the circle,etc. Architectural works and

artifacts were inspired from the factors as explained.

Cultural heritage atlas,common point of reference

. Next step anticipation on the base of collective knowledge

The presentation written in this cultural heritage atlas has shown the
process of the great attempt to connecting citizen to look forward together.
[t is a real challenge after this book is released that what the next approach
should be.
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